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been up to the usual standard. The play was now
received in London with interest, and regarded as full
of promise by critics who knew better what to expect
of it, but the lack of stage experience told against it,
and it has not been revived in this country.

Having passed a few days in a hotel at Richmond,
Stevenson and his wife went down to Bournemouth,
where Lloyd Osbourne had for some months past been
at school. After staying at a hotel, and trying first one
and then another set of lodgings on the West Cliff, at
the end of October they migrated into a furnished house
in Branksome Park. The doctors whom he consulted
were equally divided in their opinions, two saying it
would be safe for him to stay in this country, while
two advised him to go abroad; and in the end he
yielded only to the desire to be near his father, who,
though still at work, was evidently failing fast.

Meanwhile the first two months at Bournemouth
were spent chiefly in the company of Mr. Henley, and
were devoted to collaboration over two new plays.
The reception of Deacon Brodie had been sufficiently
promising to serve as an incentive to write a piece
which should be a complete success, and so to grasp
some of the rewards which now seemed within reach
of the authors. They had never affected to disregard
the fact that in this country the prizes of the dramatist
are out of all proportion to the payment of the man of
letters, and already in 1883 Stevenson had written to
his father: "The theatre is the gold-mine; and on that
I must keep an eye." Now that they were again able
to meet, and to be constantly together, the friends em-
barked upon some of the schemes they had projected
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